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▶ Do the following questions in your World History 
Journal
▶ Complete the acronym SPICE
▶ S_______________
▶ P_______________
▶ I_______________
▶ C_______________
▶ E_______________



Schedule

▶ Objective: I can explain how to complete good, 
quality research.

▶ Research Notes

▶ CARS

▶ Website Credibility Evaluation



Credibility of Sources

▶ How can you tell if a source is going to be 
credible or reliable ? 



Primary and Secondary Sources

▶ REMEMBER:

▶ Primary Sources are original objects or documents 
– the raw material or first-hand information 

▶ Secondary Sources are something that’s written 
about a primary sources



Is Wikipedia Reliable?



CARS

▶ CARS is an acronym for:

▶ Credibility

▶ Accuracy

▶ Reasonableness

▶ Support



Credibility

➢ Check the URL (.gov or .edu)

➢ Check the sponsor (a univ or 
government or medical agency)

➢ Can you identify the author?

➢ Whats the purpose (are they selling 
or informing or just talking?)



Accuracy

➢ Correctness

➢ Up to date (for what it is)

➢ Spelling
➢ Grammar mistakes



Reasonableness

➢ Tone (is it angry or whiny or professional?)

➢ Bias (does it lean more toward one side?)

➢ Logic (does it make sense?)



What is Bias?

▶ Prejudice in favor of or against one thing, 
person, or group usually in a way considered to 
be unfair.



Examples….

▶ Let’s say I am a Chiefs 
fan.  I have students 
who are Chiefs fans and 
students who are 
Broncos fans.  If I only 
helps the Chiefs fans, 
and don’t help the 
Broncos fans, I am 
showing bias.

▶ Another example…



Kanye Interrupts Taylor Swift

▶ https://youtu.be/RvaakT52RjQ 

https://youtu.be/RvaakT52RjQ


Kanye’s Bias

▶ Kanye’s has a bias for Beyoncé…

▶ He overshadowed the fact that Taylor won and 
took over



Support

➢ Sponsored

➢ Cited (research evidence provided)

➢ Contact information



How Do You Pick Good Websites?
▶ Topic: Tanning 

▶ Reason: it causes skin cancer

▶ So lets say we search:



▶ These are the results of the 
search. 

▶ Are all of these on topic? 

▶ Are all of these credible? 



What would be better search 
terms?
▶ Use the “quotation trick”

▶ “Use quotes to search for an exact phrase
This one’s a well-known, simple trick: searching a 
phrase in quotes will yield only pages with the 
same words in the same order as what’s in the 
quotes. It’s one of the most vital search tips, 
especially useful if you’re trying to find results 
containing a specific a phrase.”





Research Trees

▶ You will be picking a question from the question 
slides which could have multiple answers, or 
creating your own question

▶ On your research trees, record ten of the answers 
you find

▶ If you see a question you like, write it down on 
the line underneath your tree 



Example



Questions

▶ How many species of insects are there? 

▶ How many different languages are spoken in the 
world? 

▶ How many trees are there in the world? 

▶ How many people play football in the United 
States? 



Sometimes we have to look into 
opinion questions.

▶ Even though something is an opinion we can 
still find some evidence to support one way 
or another 











Using the research you found, you 
will have to make a decision about 
what the research tells you 
▶ Now, pick a question or make up your own
▶ Complete research using your Chromebook and fill 

in your Research Tree
▶ Make sure to write down the URL where you found 

your information (just the basic website, not the 
entire URL)

▶ When finished, work on the Website Credibility 
Evaluation



Website Credibility Evaluation

▶ Use one of your sources from the tree exercise to 
complete the Website Credibility Evaluation

▶ Go through each section and answer the questions

▶ When finished, continue to work on any 
unfinished work


