
SILENT Bell Ringer
● Answer the following question in your notebook:

○ Why do you think the Black Death was able to kill 
over ⅓ of Europe’s population in 1347?

○ What has five wheels but you most often think it 
has four? 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gBfhSke8mBk


Schedule
Objective: I can describe the effects of the Black Death

● Black Death Notes
● Black Death Simulation



The Black Death 
Yersinia Pestis Bacteria







Who is to blame? 

RATS

BACTERIA

FLEAS



Famine of 1315-1317
● Europeans were farming all 

the land they could 
cultivate 

● Population crisis developed 
● Those who were dealing 

with starvation and 
poverty were more 
susceptibility to disease  



1347: Plague Spreads



The Black Plague Simulation

Will you survive…..?



Directions 
1. You will receive an envelope--DO NOT OPEN 

a. If you open the envelope prematurely, you automatically die 
2. We will be in the commons with the other World History classes 

a. You are expected to listen to me, Mr. Garner, or Mr. Berkovich
b. When we go to the commons you should find a seat and be ready to 

listen 
3. Please make sure you are listening to ALL directions and listening for 

signals 
a. When you are interacting with each other, there is no need to yell, we are 

all aware you exist
b. If we can not handle the interaction, we will not be able to participate :) 

4. Keep an open mind and have fun! 



Your Envelope-DO NOT OPEN 
Back of Envelope

#1 #2 #3

You will need a 
writing utensil 



● How many of you died despite not 
being infected yourself? 

● Why did people continue to trade? 



List ANY four 
symptoms in 
your notes





Infection of the blood, 
almost 100% death rate 



Lancing a Buboe



List the steps of transmission



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y7OWLohZ_fs


WHY did it spread so fast?
•Ignorance Surrounded Cause and Cure

•Europeans were Frantic

  Blames

•Alignment of Planets

•Infected Clothing, Humans

•God’s Wrath aimed at Sinners

•Jews

  

  Cures/Remedies

•Pomanders

•Mixture of Molasses & 
Chopped Snake

•Repentance

•Flagellants



Medieval Art and the Plague





Obsession with Death 



Obsession with Death 



The victims ate lunch with their friends and 
dinner with their ancestors.

-Boccaccio in The Decameron 

Tracing the Spread of the Black Death
1. Originated in Mongolia’s Gobi desert
2. Moved along the Silk Road to Black Sea
3. Bacteria carried by fleas, lived on black rats
4. Major trade/commercial cities were good hosts
5. Sicily in 1347, England 1348, culminating in Russia 

1352
6. Was an Unstoppable Force



The Danse Macabre
No matter one's social 
status in life, the Dance of 
Death unites all

Reminds people of the 
fragility of their lives and 
how vain the glories of 
earthly life were



Attempts to Stop the Plague: Leeching  



Attempts to Stop the Plague: Doctor’s Robe



Attempts to Stop the Plague: Flagellanti 

● Self-inflicted “penance” 
for sins 

● Some felt God was 
punishing them for 
sins with the plague



Mortality Rate: 
35-70% Dead 

25,000,000 



Bubonic Plague Today

● 2,100 cases, 180 deaths (2003)
● Several cases in the U.S. each 

year
● Can be cured by antibacterials 

if detected early on



Effects of the Plague
● Peasants and labourers were the hardest hit part of society by the 

Black Death
● The King panicked. He wrote a  new law called  Statute of Labourers in 

1351. This law sought to prevent labourers from obtaining higher 
wages. 

● Despite the shortage in the workforce caused by the plague, workers 
were ordered to take wages at the levels achieved pre-plague.

● Trade declined and wars came to a stop
● Eventually the cost of labour increased
● Led to the decline of feudalism



Effects 
of the 
Plague 







Bring out your dead!

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=grbSQ6O6kbs


The Black Death Reading
● Go to Google Classroom and 

open “The Black Death”
● Read the article and answer 

the questions at the end
● Do NOT copy and paste answers 

- put them into your own 
words!

● Submit when finished



Castles

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1PLBmUVYYeg

