
SILENT Bell Ringer          

• Write today’s date in for tuesday
• Answer the following questions in Tuesday’s 

box:
– What were some of the important 

countries during the Enlightenment?
– Would you want to be an Absolute 

Monarchy
– What question can you never answer yes 

to?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MxQWLbdGLfE


Schedule
• Objective: I can describe the influential 

individuals of the Enlightenment
• Enlightenment Notes
• Enlightenment Book Cover Project





Voltaire• French writer on:
○ Freedom of speech
○ Religious toleration
○ Separation of 

church & state
• “"I disapprove of 

what you say, but I 
will defend to the 
death your right to 
say it”



John Locke
• English writer of Two Treatises 

on Government
• People are the source  of power
• Government must protect our 

natural rights 
• “All people have the 

natural rights, 
including life, liberty, 
and property.



https://youtu.be/kItXvJLnTt
k

https://youtu.be/kItXvJLnTtk
https://youtu.be/kItXvJLnTtk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kItXvJLnTtk


Montesquieu
• French writer of On the 

Spirit of Laws
• Separation of powers

• “To become 
truly great, 
one has to 
stand with 
people, not 
above them."



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x8QaGc-vpcU


Thomas Hobbes
• English writer of Leviathan
• People are naturally 

wicked
• Government must keep 

order
• “Without 

government our 
lives would be 
nasty, brutish, 
and short!”



Jean Jacques Rousseau

• French writer of The 
Social Contract

• Government is an 
agreement or contract 
between ruler & people

• “No man has any 
natural authority 
over his fellow 
men.”



Mary Wollstonecraft
• English advocate for 

women’s rights

• Wrote A Vindication of 
the Rights of Woman

• Strengthen the female 
mind by enlarging it, 
and there will be an 
end to blind obedience. 



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_6nyX1c5jjw


Results

• Revolutions in France, Haiti, & America
• Thomas Jefferson’s Declaration of 

Independence
• The US Constitution & Bill of Rights



Who do you think had the 
biggest impact on the Age 

of Enlightenment?
Why?



Enlightenment Philosopher 
Biography Book Jacket

• You will be creating a book jacket cover for a 
“biography” of one of the following Enlightenment 
Philosophers: 
– Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Hobbes, Thomas 

Jefferson, John Locke, Baron de Montesquieu, Isaac 
Newton,  Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Voltaire, Mary 
Wollstonecraft

• This can be done either digitally or on paper
• Use the rubric to ensure you include all required 

pieces of information 





Exit Ticket
Mark an E for each statement that 
is an Enlightenment idea.

1. The best government is a monarchy.

2. Religious toleration should triumph over 
religious fanaticism

3. Government powers should be separated 
to create checks & balances.

4. Christianity is the one true religion.

5. Freedom of the press is important to a 
society.



Extra Possible Videos

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q6xwkD
pB6mw&feature=youtu.be – John Locke

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LAzKGkTI
Kpg&feature=youtu.be - Voltaire

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q6xwkDpB6mw&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q6xwkDpB6mw&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LAzKGkTIKpg&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LAzKGkTIKpg&feature=youtu.be

